[Surveillance of laboratory based infections by biological and medical analyses: review of the literature].
Infectious disease surveillance is one of the priorities of public health programmes. This review aims to describe laboratory-based infection surveillance systems. The following surveillance networks are described: the Belgian microbiology network, AIDS surveillance in Philadelphia, EPIBAC, and the Salm-Net network. Laboratory-based surveillance provides the advantage of constituting an easily accessible computerised data bank that allows for studying age-old tendencies and evaluating the effectiveness of certain prevention programmes. The main inconveniences remain with the difficulty of eliminating duplications as well as the lack of clinical information. These difficulties can be surmounted by improving communication systems among the diverse participants in the network with electronic mail. Such surveillance systems will facilitate information exchanges at both the national and international level.